
The Steuben County way 

By: Steve Orcutt 



 Keep the DEC/EPA happy 

 Avoid unnecessary costs 

 Minimize liability 

 Worker safety 

 Avoid bad press 

 





 A legal term that describes certain toxic, ignitable, 
corrosive, or reactive wastes generated in 
manufacturing, industrial, or other processes and are 
discarded by manufacturing, industrial, commercial 
and other non-household establishments. 

 

 A waste would be considered hazardous if it exceeds 
TCLP thresholds. 



 Receiving treated and destroyed medical wastes at the 
working face requires, DEC approval, special handling 
for safety, special procedures for “sharps” 



 Disposal of pesticide containers and unwanted 
pesticides that are not regulated hazardous wastes is 
regulated under NYSDEC Section 325.4. 

 

 Empty , non-combustible triple rinsed containers may 
be disposed of in landfill. 

 



 Polychlorinated Biphenyls 

 PCBs are suspected carcinogens that do not break 
down in the environment 

 May be found in: 
 Capacitors 

 Transformers 

 Circuit breakers 

 Hydraulic machines, pumps 

 Found in ballasts – not prohibited when derived from 
households 

 



Prohibited, unless 
authorized by the 
Department 

May pose health risks 



 Tanks can generally be accepted for disposal if ends are 
removed, crushed and cleaned. 

 

 DEC regulations at MSW landfills prohibit acceptance 
of sealed drums, hazardous and low-level radioactive 
waste, open burning. 

 





Meth Lab Waste 





 Per Part 360, to dispose of sludge in the landfill the 
sludge must be stabilized, no free liquids per paint 
filter, min 20% solids.  



Types: 

 NORM:  Naturally Occurring Radioactive Materials 
 Can not be processed or concentrated. Examples would 

be rock, gypsum, sand blast media, ceramics, colored 
glass.  Acceptable in the landfill.  

 

 Medical Use Radionuclides 
 Such as Iodine-131, technicium-99m or other short half-

lived nuclides.  Acceptable if they have been excreted 
(diapers), but NOT acceptable if in vials or syringes. 



 Processed and Concentrated NORM 
 Media such as filter or evaporator sludges, furnace slag, 

pipe scale in which the concentration of radionuclides 
has been increased by application of heat, filtration or 
chemical extraction.  NOT ACCEPTABLE 



You may have a 
scale mounted or 
handheld 
radiation 
monitor.  Limits 
may vary.   
Know what they 
are and know 
what to do when 
you get a “hit”. 



 NORM can be accepted. 
Industrial, commercial, 
military and 
processed/concentrated 
naturally occurring 
cannot. 





 Required to 
develop  a 
plan to 
control 
potentials for 
accepting 
unauthorized 
wastes 

 



 Make sure you have a good knowledge of what is 
normal for your customers, and what is not 

 Be proactive – visit facility generators and understand 
what they are bringing 

 Require testing if you want.  Verify that a waste stream 
is non-hazardous 

 Communicate with them.  Keep them aware of new 
requirements, and be aware of their process changes. 



 Develop  a waste profile for a specific waste stream 

 Require information that you need to determine 
whether  a material is suitable: 
 MSDS 

 Physical State (sludge, powder, etc.) 

 Transporter information – who’s hauling it 

 Special handling instructions  

 

 *it is the responsibility of the landfill operator to verify 
that all wastes received are suitable for disposal at their 
facilities. 





 Landfill personnel must be trained to identify 
prohibited waste at the gate and the working face. 

 Identification is generally limited to Visual 
Observations, and or Unusual Odors. 



 Landfill waste coordinator  does initial screening of 
incoming waste, including administrative review of 
analytical, generator site visits, etc.   

 Scale Attendant reviews any shipping documents or 
approvals before admitting waste into the site.   

 Operating Face personnel look for inconsistencies in 
the waste stream.   



 Waste screening 
includes, visual 
checks at the 
working face by 
the operators, 
checking 
paperwork that 
comes in with the 
loads, random load 
inspections after 
unloading. 





 Notify internal site management 

 Notify generator of waste 

 Notify governing agencies (NYSDEC) 

 Call in first responders if necessary 

 

 



 Make sure that you keep waste approvals onsite so they 
are available for review by staff and/or regulators 

 Follow record retention requirements established by 
USEPA and/or NYSDEC 

 Generator is responsible for the waste from cradle to 
grave 



 Maintain and Prominently display lists of 
acceptable/unacceptable /special handling wastes 

 Have alternate disposal plan for unacceptable wastes 

 Prepare information materials to educate the general 
public on unacceptable wastes 

 Know which tests are required 

 Know which documents must accompany loads 

 Establish contact with waste haulers and generators before 
they arrive at your scale 

 Train your personnel in waste screening techniques 

 Keep your records up to date 

 











WHEN IN DOUBT, ASK! 


